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THE

Need of Cloture
Br THEODORE E. BURTON,

Fcnatrlf United States Senator
from Ohio.

fate of tho resolution la the
TUB lit tho olosu of the lust

fcsdlon for the protection of
our shipping has led to tho adoption
of a' provision for cloture. Tho new
rula which seema to havo the ap-
proval of a majority of the memliera
provides that on a request made by
llteen ijenatorx for the enrly (llsposl-tio- n

of a measure a motion shall be
presented on the second day thorc
after for its consideration, and if on
two-thir- vote It shall bo made the
unfinished business It must be dis-

cussed to the exclusion of everything
its, no Senator being allowed to speak
ffl4re thun an hour. i

Tills Is by no means to radical a
fule as others which havo been pro-

posed. It does not compare with the
rtabllhcd procedure in the Hoiibc, un-b- r

which, on the adoption of a
"rule," u, measure may be sub-

mitted to voto after a few hours de-

bate, and In some cases no amendment
ia allowed.

It Is nevertheless a departure from
the methods In voguo In the Senate
ttace the very beginning of the Gov-
ernment. The country has Justly con-
demned the course of those who

tho passage of a resolution
giving In ulllrmative and unequivocal
terms authority to tho President to
maintain American rights on the seas,
The disastrous results of tho failure!
of this resolution aro greater than at
first sight would appear, even If it is
conceded that tho President has such
authority without atllrmatlvo action by
Congress.

From the very beginning of tho war
there has tecn a feeling among tho
nations engaged in the conflict that a
pacifist element cither dominates in
this country or else Is so strong as to
embarrass us in the biking of vigorous
measures. Tho falluro of this, resolut-

ion adds to this Impression, and en-
courages tho belligerents to .further
disregard our rights and. .In brief, wo
are humiliated as a nation.

In view of tho very natural indignat-
ion which arises from tho course of r
few Senators there Is nn almost uni-
versal demand for a change In tho rule.
Nevertheless I am constrained to say
that I do not bcjlcvo the abolition .of
the right of unlimited debate in the
Senate will promote sane or helpful
legislation. It Is a matter of plain ex-
perience that In all legislative bodies
tbero Is danger that under tho Influ-
ence of excitement or the domination
of a tyrannical majority hasty and ill
advised action Is taken.

In the early consideration of meas-
ures by legislative bodies It is probable
that elfish interests, well organized
and alert, will first be heard from, or
that tho noisiest and least responsible
will have an undue Influence. Two
elementary principles wero equally In
mind when our Constitution was
framed. It is essential that they be
observed In all popular governments:

Firbt The people should rule.
Second The will of tho people

should be deliberately expressed.
The Setiutu was Intended ' to be a

bulwark ugulnst precipitate and un-
wise action and to postpone revolu
tionary changes until the new proposi-
tions uero bhown to be better than
the existing order of things and the
views of all the varied elements of
our population could be heard.

If we review the history of
In the Senate It will be found

that none of them could have been per-
manently effective against n majority
unless It had the support of tho people.
There have been Instances In com-
paratively recent years In which a
Policy of obstruction failed. A vigor
ous monster was inaugurated ut me
special vcHKlon In 133 called by Presi-
dent ("lovelaud to repeal tho silver pur-
chase law. The country was held In
upense by It for a considerable time,

out tho reasons for the enactment of
the hw were so clear und unanswer-
able that the filibuster failed.

In the year 1908 there was "a lilt
biiiter against tho Vreeland-Aldrlc- h

law providing for tho Issuance of
emergency currency. Senators La Fol-Jjt- to

and Stone, who were prominent in
"io recent actldn of tho- Senate, were

ctlve in this movement, but they.
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failed. This emergency currency act check against the unjustifiable ob-r.- ot

only acted as a MufcRuanl In the stmctlon of public business,
years from 1908 to 1914, but saved the The recent instance is probably tho
country from a disastrous panic In the ' most glaring and offensive of any

and autumn of 191 1. tempt at obstruction in the whole hls- -
On tho other hrind, there in- - tury of the Senate. The query arises,

stances of successful filibusters where t however, whether an exceptional case
a majority vote In both houses o. I on- -

Kress hnu demanded the passage of a
measure which eventually fulled of en
actment, and the tlllrmster thetcntter
gained the approval of the people. One
Instance Is the t'nive bill,
which passed the House of Keprefen- - i ruj,. of unlimited debate should be set
tatlves In f890 but wus defeated ,6"ajN',t. These ' questriW'sliouM Wxt
filibuster in the Senate in the follow- - aboi:u nn.l hnvonil ' nartv poiwldera.:
lng-wln- tT. While thfi'e Is a wldd dlf- -
ferenct) of opinion on till measure. It
must be cumedt! now, even by those
who voted for It, that Its ritsnue
would have creuted an excessive de-

gree of Irritation and would have met
with widespread disapproval.

Another Instance w:us the filibuster
against the river and harbor
act In the year lDH. in this latter
case many members of the Senate felt ; ,,, )rop0st.(, ru)o hud.been In effect,compelled to vote for the bill if it came , u wuuW probal)ly ,mvc ,)eeu ln tneto vote because of local demands for it. ofpower obstruct!nff senators totheir individual Judgment was . -- ,,, .., ,

opposed to Its passage. The sentiment
it P tliA niim ( overwhelmingly I

proved this filibuster.
'ap- - hnvo ,,een nn )nterva,. of ,Wo daya

' after the request of the sixteen Sen-il- y

instance In which , ,ltnrj ,nH ,.. ., ...i i.,organized movement by smallan a mot()n , , h adopted male-numb- er

of Senator succeed 1can , ng the resolution unfinished business,such a case as that which occurred , ,. ,,,, ,.'.. ...

a l'?;:.."3?!1"!'1'0!':!!' !

by legul limitation and legislative
business Is congested. Had the meas
ure providing for the arming of ships
been introduced as an earlier date, it
would no doubt havo been enacted.

Another objection to cloture rule in
tho Senato Is that it disturbs the bal-
ance which has existed among the
three departments legislative, execu-
tive and Judicial. With a cloture rule
It would bo possible for a forceful Ex-
ecutive, becauso of his prestige and
control of patronage, arbitrarily to
force through measures: .which are not
demanded by a majority of the people
and which tend to diminish tho power
and responsibility of Congress.

It cannot be denied that there has
been a marked tendency In recent
years to lower the standing of legis-
lative bodies in, our scheme of govern-
ment. The President or executive In u
State . is tho one person upon whom
tho eyes of the people are centred.
What he says is always widely pub-
lished; is looked upon as the leader
of his party and as President very
properly Is regarded as the leader in
national affairs, and in crises like the
present should havo the support of all
loyal citizens Irrespective of party.

In times of emergency, such as a
foreign war, support should bo given
to him ungrudgingly which nt other
times would bo denied. The executive
thus has an advantago in the very
nature of hLs position. In addition,
constituencies aro very much at fault
In that they often demand of their
representatives in the House and
Senate the promotion of local interests
lo the detriment of tho general wel-
fare.

This tends to make of them mere
agents for Congressional districts or
for States. A Representative or Sen-
ator is too much Judged by his ability
lo Aecuro appropriation and special
advantages for a locality. He regards
tho doing of something ln this regard
as necessary for his election und Is In
a measure prevented from cherishing
national thoughts and working along
national lines.

I firmly bcllovo that Representatives
and Senators exaggerate tho attention
which they ought to givo to their
Immedlato constituencies. .In the long
run the voters to whom they must appeal
appreciate common honesty and re-

gard for tho whole country more than
the accomplishment of results that
involve mere locnl considerations,

Tho adoption of a rule for limited
debute will no doubt diminish tho
power and standing of the Senate. It
Is of course offensive to realize that a
small coterlo in tho Senate or House
can defeat the best aspirations of the
whole people, but generally speaking
the widespread condemnation which is
sure to be visited upon those who thus
defeat the popular will Is a aufflclent

are
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nke this ousht to furnish the basis for
a scneral rule.

A reasonable compromise could be
afforded by the. establishment of a rule
that In foreign relations and questions

(

which Involve natlonul tmereencv tho i

nous, in iiiuny oi mem very prompt
action Is absolutely essential und tho
head of the natfon should be ijlvon a
degree of authority' whfcli at other
times is not at all necessary. Per-
haps, however. It Is best to try the
method of cloture ut least fcr a tlno.
A popular demand such as now ex-
ists can be best satisfied by a trial.

Tl mtlHt lm rAn tirlfb. tliut ac.n If

, In , fl t , , ,d

vo been allowed for each Senator
who so desired to express himself.

Still further In tho legislative Jam
due to tho pendency of many meas-
ures of tho utmost Importance It would
have been dlflicult to give undivided
attention to this resolution. L'ndor
tho rules of tho Senate, consideration
can be given to ii conference report at
any time and a plurality of measures
wero about to be reported by 'Con-
ference Committees,

In ' this connection I cannot ' for-
bear to say that P think' It unjust that
censure should bo visited upon all
members who have been namea as
having part ln the defeat of tho res-
olution. Somo of them had no part
in anything having the semblance of a
filibuster, but merely desired modif-
ications on which they had a right to
voto as their individual conscience
might dictate.

Limitations of Cloture
By JOHN W. GRIGGS,

Attorney.General in the Cabinet of
President McKinley and formerly
Governor of New Jersey.

tho life and safety of theWITH Involved, tho ac-

tion of the filibustering Sena-
tor" was an outrage. There' can be no
excuse for It, nor Justification. It(was
unpatriotic for them to block legisla-
tion that had been 'demanded by tho
people, the President; that' had beon
voted on by the House of Representa-
tives, and was approved by tho ma-
jority of the Senate. ' ,

llecauso their action was made pos-
sible by an abuse' of the Senate's
right to unlimited debate It was natural
that there should bo a demand for the
cloturo rule from those thwarted. It
was in the order of things that tho
Senators who signed tho manifesto
should be eager to prevent a repetition
of the situation.

However, I do not believe that the
blocking of the bill for the arming of
vessels should compel a general cloture.
In my opinion its operation should bo
limited to those measures that involve
the defence or tho safety of the coun-
try, the control of tho Government In
anticipation of war or In war time.
Tho cloture should be invoked only
when tho vital Interest of the country
demjnds It.

There are many matters that come
under Senate discussion to which tho
qlnturo should, 'not ripply. These are
partlsun affairs,, and the, cloture gives
an undesirable weapon to the party ln
power. In times of, stress such as, we
are now facing- partisanship Is forgot-
ten. The qloturt, tbw Jp .operation
would block the efforts of any such

i former u.
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btnall group as blocked the bill Just be-

fore .Congress adjournment.
Filibusters aro not altogether evil

things. There aro' four successful ones
that occur to mo at thin time, that on
tho force bill, tho ono made by Senator
llurton on tho rivers and harbors bill,
that on the shipping, bill and that on
tho armed ship bill. With the excep-
tion of tho last I bellevo the country
ha been benefited by tho defeat of the
MIL".

These filibusters would not havo pre- -
vailed if a cloturo rule had been in
force In the Senato. Hence, while the
change In tho rules soems a necessity
now, it should bo applied with discre-
tion.

Henry Clay Began Fight
the first tlmo in the history

FOR tho Senate of tho United
a decision has been

k

reached as to whero a lino of reason
shall bo set between freedom of de-

bate and unlimited talk. This marks
tho, greatest advance, practically tho
only advance, made In tho matter of
limiting debate ln the Senato since ac-

tion in -- this direction was advocated
In 1841 by Henry Clay of Kentucky.

Of twenty-thre- e historic filibusters,
the immedlato cfluso of this radical
departure, namely tho filibuster by
which the armed 6h!p3 measure was
talked to death ln tho closing hours
of the Sixty-fourt- h Congress, was tho
first Instance in which tho clear will
of the people of tho United States and
tho dcslro of moro than two-thir- of
tho membership .of tho Senate was
frustrated by a small group of men.
In past parliamentary struggles when
cloture has been under discussion in
the Senato attempts to provide for lim-
iting debate by a two-thir- vote
have been frustrated largely because,
since tho Reconstruction days, South-
ern members have feared legislation
of the typo of the force bill, ln con-
nection with which the moatfamous
fight for cloture in the Senato wus
conducted in 1890 and 1891. For, given
a series of sweeping Republican vic-
tories, it is possible that a Senate with
U Republican majority of two-thir-

or metro would utilize the new power
to attempt again to' secure Federal
rcgplatjon of elections In Southern
States wj(h a view to' enforcing' the
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Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitu
tion.

Since 1S70 this amendment has been
the stumbling block to all attempts at
cloturo In tho Senate. It la as follows

"1. Tho right of the citizens of the
United States to voto shall not bo de
nled or abridged1 by the United States
or by uny Stato on account of race,
color or previous condition of servi
tude.

Tho Congress shall havo power
to enforce tho provisions of this articlo
by appropriate legislation."

At no other tlmo in tho history of
the Uliltcd States has tho country been
called upon to witness a spectacle such
as tho last days of tho lato Congress

i exhibited. Never before has the prlvl
lego of unlimited deuato ln tho Senate,
cither through threat or execution,
been used to hamper tho will of a ma
Jorlty on an issue involving tho foreign
affairs of tho Government. Never bo- -
foro has tho club been swung over the
majority wlum tho President of tho
United States has pleaded International
relations as a reason for the passago
of desired legislation. And never be
toro has a President felt himself called
upon openly to enlist tho support of
tho' country ln forcing a change in tho
rules of the Senato with a view to
UmltltifT debato ln that lnxly.

UccaiiKo of this parliamentarians In
tho Senate and rut are loath to discuss
tho question from an academic posi-

tion. They point merely to 'tho broad
prlnclplo that a parliamentary body is
bound only by its own Judgment In
considering rules for Its own conduct.
In an unpublished work upon Senate
rule3 and precedents prepared for tho
secretary of tho Senate, Henry H.
Gllfry, for many years the Sennto
parliamentarian and In that capacity a
veteran of the fight over cloturo In-

volved In the forco bill, declares:
"Rules aro as necessary to parlia-

mentary bodies for their normal Ufa
and continuance as tho circulation of
tho blood Is for tho health of the
human body. They build themselves
up gradually Into a codo and aro
founded on tho highest rights and
soundest sonso.

"Rules may bo said to bo greater
than the statutes, In that they govern
the body that makes statutes nnd are
specifically enjoined by tho Constitu-
tion of tho United States. The courts
may dcclaro laws unconstitutional and
Inoperative, but as.. tho ruleo nro for-
mulated and established for tho gov-

ernment of legislative bodies In all

vil W!

A- '

kterratwnjl Mm. Server. .

thflr proceedings it is beyond tho
power of the courts to nullify or make
them ineffectual.

"The Constitution of the United
Statu In express terms gives the Sen-

ate exclusive power to mako Its own
rules, and this power Is oupreme, and
no other power is granted that In any
way can control this high privilege
given to tho Senate. It may make.
unmake or change. Its own rules, but
when onco adopted they are binding
until repealed or changed.

"Story on 'The Constitution," in Vol.
I., sec. S3", says:

" 'No person, can doubt tho propriety
of tho provision authorizing each
House tho rules of its
own proceedings. If tho power did not
exist It would bo uttoily Impracticable
to transact tho business uf tho nation
cither at all, or at least with decency,
deliberation or order. Tho humblest
assembly of men Is understood to pos-
sess this order, nnd It would be absurd
to deprive tho councils of tho nation of
a llko authority. Hut tho power to
mako rules would bo nugatory unless
It wero coupled with a power to punish
for disorderly behavior or disobedience
of those rules.' "

Discussing previous attempts to
write tho previous question into Sen
ate rules Mr. Gllfry said to a corre
spondent of Tun Su.v In Washington:

"Tho previous question, during tho
tlmo between its adoption, April 16,
1789, nnd Its omission In tho new codo
of rules, March 2fl, 1S06, was Invoked
hut four times, being ruled out of or-
der one of these times,
Jefferson In the lut of tho
Sixth Congress ruled 'that tho pre-
vious question Is not In order upon an
amendment to a bill." It thus appears
that tho Senators in tho early sessions
of tho Senato had but little admiration
for tho previous question, since it wus
so seldom called for.

"After the rulo was omitted from
the revised rules ln ISOij no proposi-
tions wero presented for its incorpo-
ration into tho rules until tho Thlrty-llr- st

Congress, first session, when
Stephen A. Douglas submitted a reso-
lution to nmend the rules to restore
the previous question, but it was not
agreed to.

"Many similar propositions following
that time wero prejented by Senators,
but none of them wero made a part of
tho rules of tho Senate. Tho only
change In tho Senato rules accom-
plished since 1S0C which concerns tho
limitation of debate involved tho adop-
tion of Rule 8, by which debato on

bills by unanimous con-
sent may bo limited to live minutes
for each Senator on each paragraph,
virtually tho same limitation as Is pro-

vided for by tho live minute rulo In tho
House.

"Only once ln the history of tho
Senate prior to tho present rulo hud a
previous question or cloturo rulo been
reported to the Senato by ono of Its
committees. On December 10, 1S83,
tho chairman of tho Committee on
Rules, Senator Fryo of Mulue, reported
a general revision of the rules, which
was amended and ngreed to nnd
which was accompanied by a report,
two hundred copies of which wero or
dered printed.

"This was an exhaustive report,
having tho original rules, amendments
and tho rules reported for adoption
printed in It, This revision Included
Rulo 22 for tho previous question.
Amendments adopted in the Senato
struck out tills rulo, and there. Is no
record of debate on tho subject. More-
over, except for a speech by Senator
Cockrlll of Missouri, opposing, the
cloturo proposals In connection with
tho force bill, thero would bo no rec-
ord of tho rule, slnco all copies of tho
report apparently wero collected and
destroyed."

Rulo 22 as proposed ln tho Fryo
report Is almost Identical ln Its gen-
era! provisions with the rulo proposed
thirty-fo- ur years earlier by Stephen
A. Douglas, and with tho rule proposed
by Senator Nelson W. Aldrich as a
means of getting tho forco bill
through the Senato ln 1S90. It pro-

vided for cloturo by a majority und
limited amendments to thoso pending
when tho prpvlous question Was
moved.

Tho net rbsult of on almost con-

tinuous fight In favor of the limiting

SENATE

5"

.!!. i

g FORMER

THEODORE

E.
BURTON

of debate In tho Senato from the time
of Henry Clay to the adoption of the
rule last Thursday was the adoption
In 1872 of the five minute rulo on
appropriation bills, which provided,
however, "and no amendment to any
such bill making legislative provisions
other than such i directly relate to
tho appropriations directly contained
ill the bill .shall be received." Thus the
possibility of passing legislation af-
fecting .Southern elections by a lim-
itation on debate was eliminated. On
this amendment tho vote was 33 to 13.

Nearly eleven months later trie Sen-
ate defeated, by a vote of 30 to t:5, a
resolution Instructing tho select com-
mittee on the rovi.4ou of, tho rules to
consider and report on n previous
question und other propof-e- changes
In the rules. Tho following duy Mr
Wiipiit amended his resolution tollmlti
tho putting of the previous question
to cases lu which it was ordered by
a two-third- s majority. This was not'
satisfactory to opponents of cloture,
however, and tho resolution was or-
dered passed over, apparently without
a roll call.

In September, ISpO, Senator Aldrich
offered his amending the
rules by permitting the previous ques-
tion, with a limitation of dilute there-
after to thirty minutes for each Sen-
ator, and providing for votes and dis-
cussions only upon pending amend-
ments, n majority of tho Senators
present to determino whether to close
debate. On five test votes the Aldrich
resolution commanded narrow major-
ities, but It was found Impossible, to
carry the proposed amendment to a
final voto owing to a tilibuster which
merged into tho Ullbuster on tho forco
bill.

Threat of cloturo after tho previous
question had been dropped from the
rules In tho revision of 1S0C came
when Senator Henry Clay was at-
tempting to forco through tho Senate
the loan bill, which met with tho third
filibuster that year In tho Senate. Tho
Senato Journal quotes Mr. C'l.iy Indl-icct- ly

on this point as follows:
"But as ho had indulged in tintlclpa-tlo- n,

to put tho mutter beyond doubt,
ho (Mr. Clay) would havo the Senate
to know that he would resort to the
Constitution and act on tho rights In-

sured ln it to tho majority by passing
a measure that would insure tho con-
trol of business of tho Senato to the
majority.

"Ho recollected onco meeting ono of
tho most Intelligent and truly sensible
men It had ever been his good fortuno
to know, nnd ho was struck with a re-
markable saying of his; it was that
he considered it utterly Impossible for
any man, ho did not care, what his
genius was, to speak sensibly or use-
fully on any topic for moro than a
quarter of an hour."

Senator King asked tho Kentucky
leader If tho latter Intended to Intro-
duce a gag law.

Mr. Clay I will, sir; I will.
Mr. King I tell tho Senator then

that he may mako his arrangements at
his boarding house for tho winter.

That threat to Ullbuster against pro
i posed cloture was icpeated many times

lu the Senato, und only the pressure of

Senator Hoar of llasfacluisetts was
generally credited with the authorship
of tho cloturo resolution advanced
behalf tho bill by
Aldrich In J890. Tho Aldrich resolu
tion, it In debate, was much
moro stringent In tho rulo proposed
thun that originally prepared by tho
Massachusetts in that it pro-

vided "and tho question shall bo put
upon the umendincnts. If any, then
pending," while tho Hoar rulo had pro-

vided that the previous question, once
ordered by a majority vote, should be
put "upon pending amendments, upon
amendments upon which notlco shall
then given, &c."

Debato on the resolution developed
ono of tho most heated parliamentary
struggles In tho history tho Senate,
und tho language employed ughlnst fil-
ibusters against tho force bill was
quite as intemperate as that resulting
front tho defeat by a few Senators
tho President's, armed chips measure
last week.

"Mr. President," said Senntor Hoar,

5 a.VV
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"the Senate has other duties besides
the mere talking, as I think tho Amer-
ican people by this tlmo very thor-
oughly understand and believe, and ono
Is that tho work which tho Senate Is
hero for Is not to talk but to legis-
late. That is tho ono constitutional
purpose of the creation of the Senate.

"If I rry bo pardoned one other
sentence. I say that an attempt to
defeat lawmaking In this country by
tho processes of long debate and of
taking up time, the attempt Which we
havo seen in this very session, Is us
much a conspiracy against tho Con-

stitution und tho constitutional liberty
ami tho constitutional right and tho
national authority of tlio American
people as wus tho rebel Congress that
met at Richmond."

This fctatement, greeted with
irom floor and galleries, throw

tho Senate Into buch confusion that
It was severul mlnuteu liefore the pre-
siding olllccr wus. able to restoro ordir
and Inducu tlm several who
had risen to their feet in anger at tho
attack upon their patriotism to return
to their

In replying Senator Coi kllll read nn
articlo written tho previous yr-a- r for
tho Yoitth'3 Companion by Senator
Hoar, discussing tho United State
Senato und paitlcuhirly tho freedom
of debate lu that body.

"I havo r.o space- - hero to explain,"
Senator Hoar had written, "what I
have fully explained elsewhere, how
this provision, coupled with tho pre-
vious In tho llouc, gives the
prlvllego of fullest discussion and
amendment of these-- gre.it bills ap-
propriation blllsj ln Jho Senate, while,
as they nro finally shaped, tho Houso
passes them, not only without discus-
sion und amendment, but even in ig-
norance of what they contain."

In tho same article Senator Hoar
wrote:

"if any citizens bo disposed to be Im-
patient under this lestralnt upon tno
will of the majority, let them remem-
ber that it was lu this way that our
fathers laid the foundation our Gov-
ernment below tho frost."

Debato on tho forco bill and tho
cloture rulo combined ran through
thlrty-flv- o days in the Senate, six of
Which wero devoted to tho rule, nnd ln
tho end tho mcasuru was displaced
and ultimately lost, along with tho
Aldrich rule.

Tho Senato battlo over tho forco
bill and cloturo was preceded In the
House by tho bitterest tight over rules'
ln tho history of that body,
lug with tho counting of a quorum'
physically present by Speaker Rend,
and concluding with tho adoption of a
now sot of rules authorizing this pro- -'

ccduro and tho refusal of tho Speaker'
to entertain dilatory motions.

Statements wero made by two of
tho ablest parliamentarians and legls- -'

latlvo generals In tho House, Repre-
sentative William McKinley of Ohio'
and Speaker Thomas Reed

Concluding his remarks ln co

of Mr. Reed's action in counting
:t quorum, Mr. McKinley said:

"It Is about time, Mr. Speaker, to
stop theso legal llctlons. Let us lm
honest with each other and with tho
country; let us defeat bills ln a con-
stitutional way, If wo can, or not tit
nil; glvo freedom debate, oppor-
tunity of amendment, tho yea and nay
vote, by which our nnd that
of eveiy Representative, can bo ex- -

pressed, nnd responsibility tixed where

to obey, and servo tho people whoso
trusts wo hold.

"Why, this controversy Is to deter-
mine whether a majority shall rulo
und govern or be subject tho
tyranny of a minority. Talk about
the tyranny of tho inajoilty: tho
tyranny of tho minority Is Infinitely
moro odious and Intolerable and moro
to bo feared thun that of tho majority.

say wo have settled ono question
settled It, I truft, for all tlmo;

settled it nt a good deal cost, It Is
true that tho minority cannot run
this Government; and wo Intend, If
wo can, under tho Constitution and
the laws, In broad daylight and ln tho
presence of 60,000,000 peoplo whoso
deliberate Judgment wo Invito upon
our acts to determine whethor
tho constitutional majority legally
chosen to this Houso shall do tha
business of this Hnuso."
cfendlng his arbitrary rulings which

Defending his arbitrary rulings

Coiifliiiicif on 1'oiirlh Piiyr.

u President backed by u tremendous It .belongs, and wo will preservo our
public sentiment prevented Its 'repetl- - give force to tho Constl-tlo- n

in tho brief delnto Wednesday. tution of tho country wo 'havo sworn
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